
 

   

April 2018 

Canyon Highlights 
April 1 - May 1 

 April 3, 6AM: District Election 

 April 3, 7PM: CERT meeting 

 April 9, 4PM: Knitters and Crochet-
ers 

 April 10, 7PM: BCAC meeting 

 April 12, 7PM: BCA BOD meeting 

 April 18; 10AM: Book Club 

 April 21, 8AM: CSD’s Mulch Day 

 April 23, 7PM: CSD BOD meeting* 
 

*Subject to change 

I t’s that time of year again: the weather is warming, the plants are grow-

ing, and the Ventura County Fire Department is getting ready to send out 

its annual Abate Fire Hazard notices.  As a Bell Canyon homeowner, you can 

get a jump on the process by reviewing some frequently-asked questions 

about the Fire Hazard Reduction Program (FHRP). 

What do I need to know?  Under the FHRP, qualifying property owners 

are required to keep a zone of 100 feet of “vegetation clearance” from any 

structure.  While this doesn't mean 100 feet of plant-free ground, it does 

mean clearing all dead material, hazardous plants, and other detritus from 

that area.  The zones extend from any structure, so even if a shed is on a 

neighboring property, your own property may include some of those 100 feet. 

I didn’t receive a notice.  Should I still clear?  If you didn’t receive a 

Notice to Abate Fire Hazard, you’re not liable for clearing your land.  Howev-

er, it is in your best interest to keep an eye out for dead or drying plants, 

flammable or invasive species, and hazards like fallen branches—if there’s a 

wildfire, your going to want the firefighters to have every advantage. 

Does the Association clear my property?  No, the Association only clears 

Association-owned and common land. 

How did this whole thing start?  In 2003, Ready, a national public service 

advertising campaign, was launched in order to increase disaster prepared-

ness all over the US.  In 2011, FEMA, the Ad Council, and the Ventura 

County Sheriff’s Office partnered to create the localized Ready Ventura 

County, which included fire, flood, and earthquake preparedness initiatives.  

To find out more about the Ready Ventura County programs, you can visit 

them online at http://readyventuracounty.org.  FHRP guides, forms, and 

FAQs can be found at http://www.vcfd.org/2016-02-03-22-43-07.      ◙ 

Special Primary: 

Assembly District 45 

Election 

Polling place: 

BCCC Social Hall 
 

For more information, please visit: 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/u

pcoming-elections/2018-ad45/ 

http://readyventuracounty.org
http://www.vcfd.org/2016-02-03-22-43-07
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/upcoming-elections/2018-ad45/
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/upcoming-elections/2018-ad45/
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I f you’ve ever attended one of their shows, you know that Bell Canyon Broadway is beloved 

by kids, parents, and other residents alike.  Director Gloria Watts, program coordinator for 

over 20 years, recently stopped by the office to share a little history about this BC institution: 

“Bell Canyon Broadway began in the summer of 

1994! We had 10 children and began down in the 

park until escrow closed on BC acquiring the So-

cial Hall. We began with not much to work with: 

no sound, no stage, no piano, a bare room.  Over 

the first few years we acquired our dance floor, 

then stages, then sound and lights—we bought 

our piano for $300! We have entertained thou-

sands of Bell Canyon residents and guests with 

musicals for children and teens, and a few adult 

shows as well. We have averaged over seven 

shows per year, for more than 100 shows total! 

Many of our former students have gone on to the-

atrical careers.  Hannah Dorkin has been in nu-

merous TV shows; Jon and Jen Tolman are both 

in the entertainment world, as are Hannah 

McMurray, Katie Cassidy, and so many more!  We have done children's musicals, teen musi-

cals, holiday shows (which we also took on the road to Senior centers), Shakespeare, and two 

full adult productions. Many fami-

lies have moved to Bell Canyon as 

a result of attending our shows.  I 

have been privileged and grateful 

to have been the creator and di-

rector of Bell Canyon Broadway 

for twenty-four years—I have 

loved every minute of it!” 

If you have a budding Broadway 

star in your household, look for 

the next round of Bell Canyon 

Broadway auditions in the first 

week of May—the hills of the 

Canyon will ring with The Sound 

of Music and some special num-

bers from Sister Act!       ◙ 

The cast of summer 2017’s Bye Bye Birdie “puts on 

a happy face” during a big group number. 
Courtesy of Gloria Watts 

Glinda the Good Witch leads Dorothy, Toto, and the gang in song during 

2015’s production of The Wizard of Oz. 
Courtesy of Gloria Watts 


