
Be Prepared for Wildfire training course 
– Learn How to Prepare Your Home and 
Community for Wildfire!  

The Fire Safe Council is planning on hosting a free training course on being prepared for wildfire.  The focus is 

the Home Ignition Zone: how to safeguard your home and protect it against the threat of wildfire.  This course 

will include guidelines on the Home Ignition Zone from the National Fire Protection Association. 

This interactive course is designed to educate homeowners and others on how to make their property as safe as 

possible in the event of a wildfire, including defensible space planning and structure risk assessment.  Based on 

fire science research into how homes ignite during wildfires, the course covers wildland fire behavior, structure 

exposure, the concept of the Home Ignition Zone, and wildfire preparedness tips.  You’ll learn how to analyze 

wildfire risks to structures and provide actionable advice to property owners through an activity-rich 

curriculum.  Participants will get hands-on experience conducting Home Ignition Zone Assessments in the field.   

The course will be presented and facilitated by experienced wildland/urban interface fire specialists, 

streaming live through the internet, over the course of two evening sessions.  Each session will be 2 hours 

in length and will provide the opportunity for questions and answers.  The second session will build upon the 

concepts presented in the first session.  These two online sessions will be scheduled in the evening during the 

week and will be one week apart.  Participants will then be invited to work with the instructors in person to 

conduct home ignition zone inspections in Bell Canyon for a three-hour period on a weekend to obtain 

actual field experience.   There will be multiple three-hour field sessions, but space is limited in each as strict 

safety guidelines will be followed regarding COVID-19.  There will be an opportunity for volunteers who 

complete this training participate in assessments as residents who could not attend this program request that 

their home be evaluated based on the Home Ignition Zone guidelines taught in this course. 

As part of the course, the Fire Safe Council is offering complimentary wildland fire risk assessments for a 

limited number of interested homeowners.  Homeowners can receive recommendations on actions to take to 

harden their homes against wildfire as the result of an assessment.  For more information, or to indicate 

interest and number of participants, contact bellcanyonfsc@gmail.com; please indicate the best evening for the 

two-hour virtual sessions and preference of Saturday or Sunday for a three-hour field session.   

Wildland fires will continue to be a threat to Bell Canyon.  With proper education, planning, and preparation, 

the potential hazards related to wildfire can be reduced.  Greg McHugh, President of the Fire Safe Council, 

explains: 

70% of the homes in Bell Canyon were built prior to the creation of California Building Code Chapter 

7A WUI (Wildland Urban Interface) building code requirements established July 1, 2008.  Chapter 7A 

codes apply to the WUI areas in California and identify minimum standards for materials and 

construction methods for exterior wildfire exposure.  Bell Canyon is located entirely within a WUI area. 

This is an exciting program critical to wildfire defense for Bell Canyon.   It will provide information and 

voluntary inspection opportunities to help residents prepare their homes so that when threatened by 

wildfire they can leave early, confident that they’ve done everything possible to protect their homes.  

Participation in the assessment portion by as many residents as possible is important for this program to 

be effective for the entire Bell Canyon community. 
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